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KILLED THE “LITTLE
INNOCENT RESOLVE”

SENATE'S FIERCE ONSLAUGHT AGAINST RESO-
LUTION OF SENATOR ALAMS—DID NOT LIKR
IT, BUT COULD NOT TELL WHY

Efad it not been for Concurrent Resolution No. 4, by
Nenator Adams, the session of the Senate would have been
one of dreary monotony yesterday.

The taking lup of that “innocent little resolution,” as
Senator Adams spoke of it, acted like the clang of the
alarm gong to a sleepy fire company.

Senator Buckman grabbed a line of hose and began to
throw a lively stream of cold water on the resolution,
Senator Henderson picked up the chemical cart and
hurled -great chunks of extinguishers at tue measure,
Senators West and Crane toted the hook and
ladder trucks and worked hard to pick out
what they considered dangerous explosives,
while Senator Humphries guided the police
patrol, so that when a vote was taken, the fire /

A

was put out by 17 nays to 8 ~as, and noth-
ing was damaged save the feei. igs of Senator
Here is the resolution that caused a]ul e
fuss, The intimation of the opposition was
that a “joker” was concealed somewhere in
the resolution, but nobody seemed able to
point out its hiding place: ,
“Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 4, re- .‘
lating to State appropriations and tax levies,
“Whereas, the best interest of the tAxpay-
ers of the State demand that ‘all appropria-
‘tions made frowm the State Treasury shall be
safeguarded, and whereas those who are bur-
dened with taxes for the payment of appro-
priations made should be advised of the
amounts and of the uses and purposes of
such and expenditures, and whereas,
the me heretofore pursued of making
general appropriations from the rev-

enue of the Btate government has not
been in | ce wlg the system prevail-
tions nary State e |
AR | 4
o : . e aadlings
from such levies, and whereds, appro-
priations in bulk from the Tevenue

fund of the State are misleading to the tax-
payers and render it difficult to estimate the
proper tax levy that should be made by such
fund, and whereas, the method used in desig-
nating in detail the number of officers, clerks .
and employees to be engaged in the several departments
of the State government and the amount to be paid to
each such persons, should be extended as far as practica-
ble to all institutions of the Btate having appropriations
from the State;

“Therefore, be it Resolved by the Seate, the House of
Represebtatives concurring, That it is the sense of
the I.egllature of the ®State of Florida, that all
appropriations made by the Btate for any pur
pose should state its purpose, and if for any institution,
to state in detail the number of officers or other persons
to be employed and the amount to be paid to edch such
person or other persons, as is done for all officers, clerks
and employees in the different departments of the State
Government ; that necessary contingent and incidental
expenses of such institutions be provided for by limited
appropriations to be used only upon such vouchers; and
that appropriations of any appreciable amount m& for
p other than the current expenses of the State
Government shall be provided for Ly special tax levies,
designating the particular purposes, and the amounts to

be levied therefor.”
Nenator Buckman began his assault on the resolution,

by saying that it was nonsensical that appropriations
could be itemized so as to cover the wpgut needed for
tw;)‘t’l?ial:'l:'vidently thinking of the institutions under the
care of the Buckman law, but speaking of the Insane
Asylum, he launchéd forth into a series of reasons why
the resolution should not be adopted.

“What is the object of this resolution?” demanded
Senator Buckman, who was satisfled that was
below the surface. Nobody seemed able to give the infor-
mation he sought, though he asked for it several times,
while Benator Adams assured the Benate that the sole
intent of the resolution was to show in the appropriation
just how much and for what purpose a tax levy would be
made,

This explanation failed to please the opposition. Bena-
tor Buckman continued to denounce the resolution, as-
serting that some discretion should be permitted officials
in the expenditure of an apmprhtion; that incidentals
cannot be computed, and that appropriations for State
institutions must be made approximately. He asked if
money was not saf when ap bills
were considered in committee, by the and ap
proved by the Governor? Any other plan would cast {m.

tations w the honesty of all,
w&um lying, sald that be could not under-

rep
stand the to “this little, innocent »
and m.ﬂ.tor ;m’kmu that its adom
uot repeal Buckman law. ‘
“Appropriation should state its purpose.” declared Sen-
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MS’PLEA  TRUSTEES DO NOT
“URE BALLOT STAND FOR THIS

ION IN WATSON PRIMARY BILL TO SPEEDILY DETERMINE THEIR STATUS
“HELP” TO IGNORANT INTRODUCED BY FARRIS, IS NOT SANC-
TIONED BY TRUSTEES.

I of Mr. Watson “to regulate the It is not with the sanction or approval of the Trustees
u8,” was the feature of the work of the Internal lmprovement Fund, that the bill directing
i ) the Attorney General to bring an action in the Leon
by sections and discussed, and County Circuit Court to speedily settle the trust imposed
Fproposed, but lost. At request of upon the trustees and to provide for the dissolving of
ideration was suspended until the trust, was introduced.
48 unfinished business, Gatching a rumor that the bill introduced by Repre-
ion when Mr. MacWilliams of sentative Farris, directing the Attorney General
t, and eloquently he spoke for eral to commence suit in the Circuit Court of Leon Qoun-
by Mr. Reese of Escambia, elim- ty asking for an adjudication of the status of the Trustees

of the Internal Improvement Fund, emanated from the
777

Attorney General's office, 1 called on Mr, Ellis yesterday
uand asked him about it.

General Ellis said that the bill introduced by Mr. Farris
appeared to be substantially the same as one he had
drafted, and explaining further his connection with the
bill, he said:

“At a meeting of the Trustees, held Saturday morning,
I suggested that a speedy judicial decision on the trust

| created in 1855, was very desirable. The Trustees believe
the{ are required to prosecute the work of drainage and
reclamation. They hold that the grants made to railroads
were subject to the obligation to drain, and that until
this trust was fully discharged the Trusteed must hold

- ‘ the lands for the purpose of carrying out the trust.
- “We have been accused of wrong doing when we have
N , acted on our interpretation of the trust imposed on us,

We are convinced that we are right, but 1, for one, am
tired of being held up to public scorn by the newspapers
of the State. So I proposed to the Trustees a plan to get
the judgment of a court on our interpretation of the trust
we are administering. If the court sustained us, well and
good, we could go whead as we are now deing, protected
from charges made against us. If the court should decide
against us, the trust could be dissolved and the Trustees
relieved of unjust criticism that way.

“The other Trustees suggested that | put my sugges-
tions into concrete form and bring them before them in
the afternoon. 1 put them into the form of a bill, which
differs not materially from the bill introduced by Mr.
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i ; met Mr, A ¢

“my plan. ¥ told him what it was, and, at '

g we walked to the Capitol and went into my office, where

he prepared a bill (I suppose the one he introduced) from

the pencil draft I made at the suggestion of the Trusfees,

while I smoked a cigar.” :

to Ac . Generai Ellis evidently misunderstood the Trustees, be-

cause the introduction of the bill came as a surprise to
ng the inspector to “vote for” them, so much so that a meeting was held yesterday after-
‘read sufficiently” to vote, but noon at which the Farris Trustee Interprefation and Dis-

‘the evil that might occur un- wolving Bill was discussed. ”

No decision was reached at this meeting as to the
attitude of the Trustees towurds this bill, and it is probable
that another meeting will be held this morning.

I saw both the Governor and My, Croom last night and
, asked them their opinion of the bill.

#uch a law be in force the bars  The Governor said:

¥iclous and purchasable voter. “In my judgment there’s no need for this bill. There

euaeted the corporations could are suits already started which will determine the status

Mﬁunity for free expres- of the Trustees, and this proposed action by the Attorney
ted. General cannot stop these suits nor prevent others being
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! f'l'_ucgmt act of pout-

‘that this section provided for

ﬁlmry law attempts to cor- brought.

“Trustees have sued off and on for fifty years and no
, court has yet decided that the trust is not valid. No
' ly aroused as to the evil action brought in a Btate court can Prwvut non-residents
of t bill, and never spoke bet- bringing suits in the Federal courts.”
Mr, Croom said:
“When General Ellis made his suggestion to the trus
believed that “politics would be tees lust Baturday, I said that a matter of such import
1 tax feature, saying that ance should not be determined by us' without the adviece

successful and the purpose of

w vote for the candidate who of our general counsel,
The House could not see the point

“I was much surprised to see the bill introduced, and
t ment was lost, wondered who had drafted it.
ly the House yesterday and by  “Atthe meeting yesterday afternoon, at which Governor
, Mr, tt of Escambia, Jennings was present, | asked General Ellis if he had
N ities upon any telegraph drawn the Farris bill. He said that it was prepared in his
a telegra line or lines office from his pencil draft,

r: the trapsmis-  “1 then declared wy opposition to it, and none of the
lon, for the megligent other Trustees except General Ellis expressed (hemselves
and deliver to the ad- in its favor.

by it or by any of its agents  “General Ellis said that he wonld not work for its pas-
and to fix a rule of evi- sage, but if members sought his opinion, he would tell
: saume.” them that he was in favor of it
yesterday, among them “To this 1 replied that | would do all 1 could to beat
by Mr, Faulkner of Tay it, because | thought it unnecessary and unwise.”
Mr. Farvis was asked to give his reasous for intro
two ¢ bills against the ducing the bill,
f llqn‘:lr ivitll- “lv‘ul“d :Is 1 the bill becanse | thought it Id hast
; agalns s “1 introduced the - would hiasten
e t. k the bind tige a decision on the validity of the acts of the Trustees, as
will change condi- a judgment of a RBiate court would be followed by the
is that “to devote Federal courts in a matter in which the interest affected

", to white lay wholly within the Btate”

respectively, J
W 1 —— Mr. Farris wus asked what he kpew about the Internal

s fon was the sub- [wprovement Fund and its trustees.

 Thom He admitted that he knew very lijtle about it or them ;
one l‘llﬂ::“‘?tbm;o'{:‘lvial: that he had vever found the time to study the act creat-
labor” by Mr. Russell of ing the trust, nor the acts of the Trustees under it that
of taxes on timber lands, he believed In drainage as a proposition, but wanted to
Mr. Watson of Dade for the see the question of the rights of the Trusiees settled.
M by asking the In answer to a further guestion, Mr. Farris said that
“to m" representative be introduced the bill because it looked like a good bill,
but that he was open to convietion ug to its want of merit,
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